
 

 

Engineering Information 

Loss in Cast  Iron Pipes 

Cast iron pipe is a historical pipe which found widespread use as a pressure pipe for transmission of water, 

gas and sewage, and as a water drainage pipe, during the 19th and 20th centuries. It comprises 

predominantly a gray cast iron tube and was frequently used uncoated, although later developments did 

result in various coatings and linings to reduce corrosion and improve hydraulics. Cast iron pipe was 

gradually superseded by ductile iron pipe, which is a direct development, with most existing 

manufacturing plants transitioning to the new material during the 1970s and 1980s. There is currently 

almost no new manufacture of cast iron pipe. 

 


